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Monthly Newsletter of the International Society for Travel Writing 

 

CALLS FOR ESSAYS:  

- Turkish Literature as World Literature (EDITED COLLECTION)   (30 Jun) 

- Bloomsbury Cultural History: Slavery & Human Trafficking (REFERENCE PROJECT) (1 Aug) 

- Pilgrimage & Diversity in the Information Age, IJIDI (SPECIAL ISSUE)  (1 Aug) 

- UCL Press Modern Americas (BOOK SERIES)      (N/A) 

- Reading Guides for www.GlobalMaritimeHistory.com    (N/A) 

- Discuss-a-Doc posts for www.GlobalMaritimeHistory.com    (N/A) 

 

********* 

CALLS FOR CONFERENCE PAPERS: 

- Flânerie From the Margins        (13 Jun) 

- The Caribbean Digital V        (15 Jun) 

- Settler Colonialism at the Bar: Law, Race & Colonial History (WORKSHOP)  (15 Jun) 

- Touring Belgium. A Nation’s Patrimony in Print, ca. 1795-1914   (15 Jun) 

- Sites of Transit in Europe from WW2 to the Present: History, Spaces, Memories  (17 Jun) 

- Jack London & the Maritime Environment (PANEL)     (20 Jun) 

- Colonial Spatiality in African Sahara Regions (SESSION)    (30 Jun) 

- Travelling in Twentieth and Twenty-First Century Latin America   (30 Jun) 

- Forced Migration and Environment in the Indian Ocean World, Past to Present  (1 Jul) 

- Migration and the Environment in the Indian Ocean World (GRADUATE)  (1 Jul) 

- National Road Bicentennial Symposium      (31 Jul) 

- Worlds of Cultural Heritage(s): History & Politics      (31 Jul) 

- In Global Transit: Forced Migration of Jews & other Refugees (1940s-1960s)   (1 Aug) 

- Scotland and the South Seas: Writing the Wide Pacific    (31 Aug) 

- Slavery, Authorship and Literary Culture      (1 Sept) 

- Explorations, Nineteenth-Century Studies Association    (30 Sept) 

- Inheritance & Innovation: Migration, Ethnicity & the History of U.S. Civilization (N/A) 

 

********* 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS: 

- Sabine MARSCHALL, Ed., Memory, Migration and Travel (Routledge, 2018) 

- Studies in Travel Writing, 21.4 (Dec 2017) 

********* 

ONLINE RESOURCES: 

- French Explorers in Southeast Asia & Colonialism (PODCAST) 

- Writing the West: Literature & Place (ONLINE COURSE) 

********* 

REGULAR VENUES: 

A link to Regular Venues is provided in the sidebar of the Snapshot blog on the CTWS website:   

http://centrefortravelwritingstudies.weebly.com/snapshot_traveller_istw 

********* 
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CALLS FOR ESSAYS:  

 

Turkish Literature as World Literature (EDITED COLLECTION) 

 

Deadline: 30 June 2018 (abstracts) 

 

Editors: Dr Burcu Alkan; Dr Cimen Gunay-Erkol 

 

We invite chapter proposals for a book on the broad subject of Turkish Literature as World Literature. The book 

is planned for Bloomsbury Publishing’s prestigious Literatures as World Literature series. The editors have 

already shown a preliminary interest in the book. 

 

The aim of the book is to explore Turkish literature as world literature and discuss its impact upon global literary 

traditions. It seeks to engage with debates on world literature and comparative literary & cultural studies. There 

are no limitations of coverage and the chapters may focus on singular writers, periods, currents, etc., inclusive of 

the Ottoman period, in order to facilitate a diverse view. 

 

Overall, the book aims at opening for discussion a range of critical issues and themes related to Turkish literature 

as a part of the World Literature system. We are particularly interested in chapters that contribute to the debates 

on ‘world literature’, incorporating Turkish literature into the matrix and elaborating on its liminal position. 

 

Topics may include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 

- Turkish literature as world literature 

- Influences of Turkish literature on global literary traditions 

- Turkish literature in translation 

- International reception of Turkish literature 

- International literary institutions & prizes and Turkish literature 

- Turkey as a place of exile/refuge for international writers 

- Ottoman-Turkish literature 

- Turkish DIASPORIC LITERATURE 

- MIGRATION NARRATIVES 

- TRAVEL NARRATIVES 

- Writers in EXILE 

 

Chapter proposals should include a 750-word abstract and a CV. 

 

Contact (Submissions): alaturcaletters@gmail.com 

(Queries):  Dr Burcu Alkan (Burcu.Alkan@anglistik.uni-giessen.de)  

Dr Cimen Gunay-Erkol (Cimen.Gunay@ozyegin.edu.tr) 

 

Further details: https://www.bloomsbury.com/au/series/literatures-as-world-literature/  

 

  

Bloomsbury Cultural History of Slavery and Human Trafficking (REFERENCE PROJECT) 

 

Deadline: 1 August 2018 (chapter proposals) 

 

The editorial team of a major new six-volume reference project entitled the Cultural History of Slavery and Human 

Trafficking to be published by Bloomsbury Academic, is actively seeking individual chapter contributors. This 

collection is envisioned as an indispensable resource for scholars and students, being the first comprehensive and 

integrative cultural history of slavery and human trafficking, from the early human settlements to the present day 

encompassing the globe.   

  

The six volumes comprise: 

- Vol. 1   Ancient World Cultures (10,000 BCE-500 CE): Edited by Noel Lenski, Yale University 

- Vol. 2   The Pre-Modern Era (500 CE-1450 CE): Edited by Thomas J. MacMaster, Morehouse College 

alaturcaletters@gmail.com
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- Vol. 3   The Age of Discovery (1450 CE-1700 CE): Edited by Deborah Blumenthal, University of 

California, Santa Barbara 

- Vol. 4    The Age of Empire (1700-1900 CE) Edited by Mariana Candido, University of Notre Dame 

- Vol. 5    Global Conflict, Colonialism, and Decolonization (1900-1945): Edited by Henrice Altink, 

University of York 

- Vol. 6    Globalization and the Rise of Trafficking (1946-Present Day): Edited by Matilde Ventrella, 

University of Wolverhampton 

  

Each volume will comprise an introduction by the editor and eight chapters covering following topics: 

- Definitions and Ideologies of Slavery and Trafficking 

- Slavery, Trafficking, and the Law 

- Political Cultures 

- Coercive Labouring Economies 

- Social Organization, Culture, Identity, and Ritual  

- Gender, Enslavement, and Trafficking 

- Family, Age, and Bondage 

- Anti-Slavery, Anti-Trafficking, and Abolition Outcomes 

  

Each contributor should present their chapter’s topic in the context of an overview of the cultural history of slavery 

and human trafficking for the period covered by the volume.  This is a work that is intended to provide scholars 

and students with an overview of the period – covering multiple regions, although they may rely on a few key 

examples reflecting the author’s specialization(s).  Individual chapter contributors may suggest their own subtitles 

which reflect the content of the chapters. Each chapter should be a maximum of 10,000 words inclusive of notes 

and bibliography. As each volume is to be illustrated with between 40 and 60 images, each chapter may have 

about 5-6 images. Contributors are responsible for obtaining images and permissions for their chapters. 

 

We are actively seeking chapters for inclusion in all volumes, but a number in each volume have been assigned. 

Please send initial inquiries about specific chapters in volumes to Series Editor, Benjamin N. Lawrance, University 

of Arizona, with "Bloomsbury" in subject line. Full proposals (300-500 words plus references), plus an abstract 

(100 words) and complete CV may then be passed on to volume editors. Feel free to direct any questions to the 

series editor at any time. 

 

The Cultural History reference model has been incredibly successful for Berg. For an example of an already 

published Cultural Histories reference set, please see:http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/a-cultural-history-of-

animals-9781847888235/).  

 

Contact: BENLAW@email.ARIZONA.edu 

 

  

Pilgrimage and Diversity in the Information Age, IJIDI (SPECIAL ISSUE) 

 

Deadline: 1 August 2018 (articles) 

 

International Journal of Information, Diversity, and Inclusion (IJIDI) - Special Issue 

 

Guest Editors:  Dr Nadia Caidi (University of Toronto)  

Dr Perla Innocenti (Northumbria University) 

 

Religious and secular pilgrimages have been part of human history since the beginning of time and remain very 

much alive today, whether it is the Holy Land, the Hajj, Lhasa, Kumbh Mela, Char Dham, or else the Camino de 

Santiago, Kumano Kodo, Glastonbury Tor, Elvis’s Graceland, national parks, or war memorials. Pilgrimage has 

been an object of study across disciplines: in art, architecture, and heritage, history, literature, social anthropology, 

religious studies, and tourism, among others. Yet, as a research context in information science, pilgrimage has 

been surprisingly overlooked. Similarly, while a body of work investigated religious tolerance and pluralism, few 

scholars explicitly addressed contemporary questions of diversity and inclusion in pilgrimage studies. There seems 

to be an intrinsic tension between the message of oneness, unity, equality, and personal self-abnegation advocated 

by some religious pilgrimages and the actual representation and expression of diversity in pilgrimages. At the 

same time, the phenomena of religious tourism and secular pilgrimages—from music-themed to political—may 

be conducive to expanding the diversity and inclusion repertoires of pilgrimage scholars. 

 

http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/a-cultural-history-of-animals-9781847888235/
http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/a-cultural-history-of-animals-9781847888235/
mailto:BENLAW@email.ARIZONA.edu


This Special Issue of IJIDI will address this gap by offering a combined information and diversity perspective to 

the study of pilgrimage; shedding light on the approaches and concepts that can enrich our understanding of the 

pilgrim’s journey and it complexities through the lens of information and media practices, embodied experiences, 

memory work, discourses and practices around diversity, curation practices, and community building in a global 

and digital world. This holistic approach will pave the way for a broader conversation on social phenomenology 

and the diversity of human information behaviours and religious/spiritual practices in the context of pilgrimage. 

 

IJIDI welcomes a broad spectrum of submissions on any topics related to information, diversity, and pilgrimage, 

on the topic that include but not limited to the following questions: 

 

- What research approaches are most suitable for exploring pilgrimage from the standpoint of diversity 

and inclusion in a global, networked environment? 

- What framework would best account for the diverse informational rituals related to pilgrimage (including 

material, symbolic, affective dimensions)?  

- What is the current and future role of cultural and memory institutions as resources on, and sites for, the 

documentation and curation of experiences and rituals in our networked world? 

- How can we best understand the role played by meaning-making, authenticity, value-making, and 

performativity in the context of a diverse set of pilgrimages?  

- How are pilgrimage traditions evolving in an age of migration and displacement? For example, what is 

the role of secondary shrines and new pilgrimage sites? 

 

We invite full papers, as well as shorter submissions for our special section; these may include work in progress, 

reports from the field, doctoral projects, and theory-to-practice pieces. 

 

Submission Process – Important Dates: 

- Full paper submission (1 August 2018) 

- Peer-review notification (21 August 2018) 

- Revised paper submission (1 October 2018) 

- Special issue published (January 2019) 

 

Please consult IJIDI Author Guidelines (https://publish.lib.umd.edu/IJIDI/about/submissions#authorGuidelines) 

and Peer-Review Process (https://publish.lib.umd.edu/IJIDI/about/editorialPolicies#peerReviewProcess). 

 

Contact: Dr Nadia Caidi (nadia.caidi@utoronto.ca); Dr Perla Innocenti (perla.innocenti@northumbria.ac.uk) 

 

Further details: https://publish.lib.umd.edu/IJIDI/pages/view/CFP 

 

 

UCL Press Modern Americas (BOOK SERIES)  

 

Deadline: Open 

Series Editors: Claire Lindsay, Tony McCulloch, Maxine Molyneux, Kate Quinn 

 

The Modern Americas series publishes books on the culture, politics, and history of the Americas from the 

nineteenth century to the present day. The series aims to foster national, international, trans-national, and 

comparative approaches to topics in the region, including those that bridge geographical and/or disciplinary 

divides, such as between the disparate parts of the hemisphere covered by the series (the US, Latin America, 

Canada, and the Caribbean) or between the humanities and social/natural sciences.  

 

We are delighted to announce the latest publication from the UCL Press Modern Americas series: Canada in the 

Frame: Copyright, Collections and the Image of Canada, 1895-1924, BY Philip J. HATFIELD (published June 

2018). 

 

We invite proposals for monographs and edited volumes from scholars in all disciplines. The editors will also 

consider publication-ready translations of works that have originally appeared in Spanish, French, or Portuguese.  

 

UCL Press is the UK’s first fully Open Access university press (now celebrating one million downloads) and is 

committed to the scholarly peer review of all its titles. For more information and submission guidelines see here.   
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Proposals for the Modern Americas series should be submitted in the first instance to Claire Lindsay. 

 

Contact: claire.lindsay@ucl.ac.uk 

 

 

Reading Guides for www.GlobalMaritimeHistory.com (ONLINE BIBLIOGRAPHY) 

 

Deadline: Open 

 

www.GlobalMaritimeHistory.com is creating a new resource to help those studying maritime subjects. The 

"Reading Guides" Resource is composed of annoted bibliographies and similar lists on various maritime-related 

subjects (broadly conceived). So what exactly does “Maritime History, Broadly Conceived” mean? It means that 

GMH aims to be as inclusive as possible. ‘Maritime’ relates to ships, ports, voyaging, littoral environments, 

maritime art, maritime literature, or even maritime-adjacent topics. Likewise, ‘History’ relates anything that 

studies the past, regardless of discipline. 

 

The goal is to provide a resource so that students can find lists of related books, and have a preliminary 

appreciation of their value and their place in current historiography. It will also include discussions of how to 

approach secondary sources, and how to prepare for Comps and equivalent examinations. Posts for this category 

can be created from Comps reading lists, PhD or MA bibliographies (with comments/annotations). 

 

The editors have absolutely no problem with multiple lists on similar topics, as we believe that everybody's 

approach and evaluation of sources makes them unique and useful for comparison purposes. We also believe that 

books/reading lists that aren't explicitly maritime certainly belong in this resource at all- as many, many topics are 

inherently maritime. We are particularly interested in going beyond history to geography, literature, art, and other 

subjects as well. 

 

Previous posts for this resource can be found at https://globalmaritimehistory.com/category/reading-guides/ 

 

Contact: Dr Samuel McLean (samuel.mclean@globalmaritimehistory.com)  

 

Further details: http://www.globalmaritimehistory.com 

 

 

Discuss-a-Doc posts for www.GlobalMaritimeHistory.com 

 

Deadline: Open 

Very often, historians and scholars find documents of interest, but they don't necessarily have a venue in which 

to talk about them. GlobalMaritimeHistory has created the 'Discuss-a-Doc' series of guest blogs to provide 

researchers with an opportunity to talk about those documents. 

 

Posts should include at least one photo of the document, so that readers can have a look. Other content can include 

discussion of the contents, textual analysis, discussion of how the document impacted their project, and beyond. 

These posts can be about any kind of document that is related to maritime history (broadly conceived). So what 

exactly does “Maritime History, Broadly Conceived” mean? It means that this GMH aims to be as inclusive as 

possible. ‘Maritime’ relates to ships, ports, voyaging, littoral environments, maritime art, maritime literature, or 

even maritime-adjacent topics. Likewise, ‘History’ relates anything that studies the past, regardless of discipline. 

 

www.GlobalMaritimeHistory.comis committed to providing a publication forum for individuals that are 

traditionally underrepresented in publications and to improving the diversity of voices that contribute to academic 

discussions. 

 

Contact: Dr Samuel McLean (samuel.mclean@globalmaritimehistory.com) 

 

Further details: https://globalmaritimehistory.com/category/discuss-a-doc/ 

 

 

CONFERENCES: 
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Flânerie From the Margins, Sheraton Birmingham, Birmingham, Alabama, USA (2-4 November 2018) 

 

Deadline (ext): 13 June 2018 

Celebrating its fourth year at SAMLA, this regular session on flânerie will continue to explore the topic of urban 

walking in literature, art, and popular culture. As a concept that emerged in 19th-century accounts of the modern 

European metropolis, flânerie is a practice rooted in the effort to better understand and improve the city 

experience. It is therefore unsurprising that many 19thand 20thcentury narratives highlighting flâneur and flâneuse 

characters treat themes of rebellion and activism. This panel seeks papers that examine how the act of city strolling 

emerges from a desire to change, resist, or alter canonical ways of being in, engaging with, and seeing the city in 

any period and any aesthetic tradition. We encourage contributions that study the relationship between flânerie 

and activism on all levels, be it civil, political, social, moral, or sexual. Possible questions to address are: 

 

- How is flânerie a sign of discontent, noncompliance, or rebellion? 

- How does flânerie emerge in narratives about marginal figures, and how does strolling become an act of 

defiance against social norms and mainstream culture? 

- What is the relationship between alternative forms of flânerie (running, cycling, locomotion, automobile) 

and the marginal? 

- What forms of art (literature, graphic, digital, media, dance, fashion) express flânerie as a means of 

transforming the world, on a global or local level? 

- When is flânerie an expression of protest, and when is it a routine practice of conformity?  

 

Please send abstracts of 250-500 words along with AV requests and short bio to Marylaura Papalas, East Carolina 

University. 

 

Contact: papalasm@ecu.edu 

 

Further details: https://samla.memberclicks.net/interdisciplinary 

 

 

The Caribbean Digital V, University of the West Indies, St Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago (6-7 December 

2018) 

 

Deadline: 15 June 2018 

 

Beginning in 2014, The Caribbean Digital has sought to create a generative, multidisciplinary space within which 

to engage critically with the digital as practice and as historicized societal phenomenon, reflecting on the 

challenges and opportunities presented by the media technologies that evermore intensely reconfigure the social 

and geo-political contours of the Caribbean and its diasporas. We are thrilled, in the fifth iteration of this gathering, 

to site these conversations in the physical space of the region via our collaboration with Dr Kevin Adonis Browne 

and the University of the West Indies, St. Augustine. 

 

The continued need for rigorous and ethical engagement with the digital “revolution” is especially immediate 

among the people of the Caribbean and its diasporas. Information technology remains a significant way in which 

people frame pressing social problems and political aspirations. Aesthetic media like photography and painting—

because they are relatively inexpensive and do not rely on literacy or formal training—are popular among multiple 

constituencies. Moreover, the Internet is analogous in important ways to the Caribbean itself as dynamic and fluid 

cultural space: it is generated from disparate places and by disparate peoples; it challenges fundamentally the 

geographical and physical barriers that disrupt or disallow connection; and it places others and elsewheres in 

relentless relation. Yet while we celebrate these opportunities for connectedness, we also must make certain that 

the digital realm undermine and confront rather than re-inscribe forms of silencing and exclusion in the Caribbean. 

 

Following on conversations that animated past events (2014, 2015, 2016, and 2017) we look forward in this fifth 

public forum to continuing our critical engagement with presentations that explicitly evoke:   

 

- the transatlantic, collaborative, and/or interdisciplinary possibilities and limitations of digital 

technologies in the Caribbean; 

- metaphorical linkages between the digital and such Caribbean philosophical, ethical, and aesthetic 

concepts as "submarine unity," the rhizome, Relation, the spiral, repeating islands, creolization, etc.; 

- gendered dimensions of the digital in the Caribbean; 
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- the connection between digital technologies and practices of the Caribbean “folk”; 

- specific engagements with digital spaces and/or theories by individual Caribbean artists and intellectuals; 

- the ways in which digital technologies have impacted or shaped understandings of specific Caribbean 

political phenomena (e.g. sovereignty, reparations, transnationalism, migration, etc.); 

- structural means of facilitating broad engagement, communication, and accessibility in the Caribbean 

digital context (cultivation of multilingual spaces, attentiveness to the material/hardware limitations of 

various populations); 

- the ways the digital has brought welcome bibliographic, philological and curatorial attention to 

endangered or neglected archives in the region. 

 

Both traditional conference papers and integrally multimedia presentations are welcome. We also welcome virtual 

synchronous participation by presenters who cannot travel to St Augustine to attend the event. Selected 

participants from this forum will be encouraged to submit their work to sx archipelagos––an interactive, born-

digital, print-possible, peer-reviewed Small Axe Project publication. 

 

Abstracts of 250 words and a short bio should be sent to the organisers. Successful applicants will be notified by 

15 July 2018. 

 

Contact: Alex Gil, Kaiama L. Glover, and Kelly Baker Josephs (tcd@smallaxe.net) 

 

Further details: http://caribbeandigitalnyc.net 

 

 

Settler Colonialism at the Bar: Law, Race & Colonial History (WORKSHOP), Utrecht University, 

Utrecht, Netherlands (5 October 2018) 

 

Deadline: 15 June 2018 

 

Keynote Speaker: Brenna Bhandar (School of Oriental and African Studies) 

 

While the decolonisation of academia and society have become important topics, the significance and potential of 

such an approach is open to interpretation and often the subject of passionate debate. The Decolonisation Group 

at Utrecht University, which was created in January 2018, brings together historians, lawyers and postcolonial 

theorists to explore what can be gained from an interdisciplinary discussion. 

 

This workshop invites scholars from the field of history, law, political science, sociology, economics and Media 

and Cultural Studies as well as other academics who work on the topics of Settler Colonialism and property law 

– broadly defined – to join this conversation. 

 

In her keynote Dr Bhandar will discuss how the modern common law of property was forged through colonial 

encounters. Drawing from her book Colonial Lives of Property: Law, Land and Racial Regimes of Ownership 

(DUP: 2018), Dr. Bhandar will examine how modern property law contributes to the formation of racial subjects 

in settler colonies and to the development of racial capitalism. How did the colonial appropriation of indigenous 

lands depend upon ideologies of European racial superiority? What role was played by legal narratives that equate 

civilized life with English concepts of property? This talk will serve as a case study to examine what it means to 

decolonise the study of a field that has yet to fully confront its affiliations with the history of colonialism, setting 

the stage for broader and transdisciplinary conversations. 

  

Caroline Elkins and Susan Pedersen wrote, ‘The age of settler colonialism may be behind us, but its legacies are 

everywhere to be seen.’ (Settler Colonialism in the Twentieth Century, 2005, p1). This workshop sets out to 

explore those legacies through a set of different lenses and with the help of a range of academic disciplines. 

 

Historians, lawyers, political scientists and sociologists all explore different dimensions of this topic and have 

collectively researched a wider range of caste studies and their legacies. In Zimbabwe white farmers see 

opportunities emerge from Robert Mugabe’s departure. His grab of white-owned property fundamentally 

influence the course of Zimbabwe’s economy. In Israel, settlers complicate the peace process. The United Nations 

and its predecessor the League of Nations had to grapple with the legality of colonial rule while the most violent 

acts of colonial resistance occurred in places with white settler communities such as Algeria, Kenya and Rhodesia. 

Monuments that celebrate settlers have been raised in places like Namibia and South Africa, defining public 
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spaces.  Court cases have been tried on the legality of land development schemes while land is considered one of 

the key means of production. 

 

Understanding the colonial lives of property therefore requires a multidisciplinary approach whereby the insights 

of multiple disciplines can be brought to bear. 

 

This workshop will consider a variety of contributions. Topics may include: 

 

- The history of settler colonialism 

- Cultural representations of the settler 

- The relationship between race and property 

- The legality of land grabs 

- The international politics of settler colonialism 

- Gender and settler mythology 

- Capitalism and Colonial Land 

 

The workshop will start with a dinner on the evening of 4 October where the 9 workshop participants will be 

invited to already informally discuss their work with Dr Bhandar and scholars at Utrecht University. PhD students 

and early career academics who are exploring new areas in history, law, political science and sociology are 

encouraged to apply. 

 

Please email an abstract of max. 500 words and a short CV by the deadline. Contributors will be notified regarding 

the acceptance of their contribution by 30 June 2018. Invited speakers will be expected to submit a draft paper 

prior to the event, which will be circulated among all other participants. This is a small scale workshop intended 

to discuss research projects at different stages.  

 

Some bursaries will be available to cover travel expenses for participants from outside of Utrecht, but these are 

unlikely to be enough to cover all expenses for all participants. We therefore ask participants to make their own 

travel arrangements and then apply for funding. Priority will be given to PhD candidates and early career scholars  

who need to travel from afar. 

 

This workshop and the Decolonisation Group are supported by UGlobe, the Utrecht Centre for Global Challenges. 

 

Contact (Submissions):  decolonisationgroup@gmail.com 

 (Queries):  Frank Gerits (f.p.l.gerits@uu.nl);  

Stacey Links (s.links@uu.nl); 

Rachel Gillett (r.a.gillett@uu.nl) 

 

Further details: https://tinyurl.com/uGlobe-decolonisation-group 

 

Touring Belgium. A Nation’s Patrimony in Print, ca. 1795-1914, Ghent, Belgium (23 November 2018) 

 

Deadline: 15 June 2018  

Organising committee: Prof. Maarten Delbeke (ETH), Prof. Maarten Liefooghe (UGent), Nikolaos Magouliotis 

(ETH), Ben Vandenput (UGent), Dr. Jan Vandersmissen (UGent) 

 

We invite contributions to a study day intending to examine how and why, over the course of the long 19th century, 

a variety of actors ranging from tourists over writers to artists and historians, explored the nascent architectural 

and artistic patrimony of Belgium. This process occurred at the very time a patrimony was established by such 

diverse forces as emerging tourism, the historical endeavours of learned societies and academia, the imagination 

of literary authors, official heritage policies, and the building of (subsequent) new nations (the Austrian 

Netherlands were annexed in 1795 to the French Republic, and became part of the (United) Kingdom of the 

Netherlands in 1815, until in 1830 an independent Belgian state was declared). More in particular, we are 

interested in how different printed media – from travel guides and travel literature to albums and illustrated 

newspapers – contributed to inventorying, debating, broadcasting, promoting, and ultimately constructing this 

patrimony in a national and international context, in word and image. How did the printed medialisation of a 

nascent architectural and artistic patrimony affect historical artefacts and the ways in which they were preserved, 

transformed, collected, viewed and experienced? We also hope to clarify how in printed media ‘Belgium’ operated 
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as a notion that invited reflection on art and architecture from outsiders looking in – such as the numerous French 

authors who visited Belgium in the 19th century, Hugo and Baudelaire chief amongst them – and from insiders, 

‘Belgians’, addressing their fellow country(wo)men or looking outward and defining the significance of a national 

patrimony in an international context. 

  

We invite 500 word proposals for 25 minute presentations at a study day jointly organized by the Department of 

Architecture and Urban Planning of Ghent University and the Chair of the History and Theory of Architecture of 

the ETH Zürich, and sponsored by Printing the Past. Architecture, Print Culture, and Uses of the Past in Modern 

Europe (PriArc), an international, multidisciplinary research project funded by the Humanities in the European 

Research Area Program (HERA). Notification of acceptance by 25 June 2018. 

 

Contact: ben.vandenput@ugent.be AND nikolaos.magouliotis@gta.arch.ethz.ch 

 

Further details: http://priarc.aho.no/ 

 

 

Sites of Transit in Europe from WW2 to the Present: History, Spaces, Memories, Fondazione Campo 

Fossoli, Carpi, Modena, Italy (4-5 October 2018) 

 

Deadline (ext.): 17 June 2018 

 

Organisers: Matteo Cassani Simonetti (Centro Studi Fondazione Campo Fossoli and Università di Bologna) 

Roberta Mira (Centro Studi Fondazione Campo Fossoli and Università di Bologna) 

Daniele Salerno (Centro Studi Fondazione Campo Fossoli and Università di Bologna) 

 

The conference aims to analyse the roles and uses of transit camps and sites in the European historical, 

geographical and cultural context from WW2 to today from a multidisciplinary and comparative perspective. The 

two-day conference is organized by the Fondazione Campo Fossoli, whose mission is to preserve and transmit the 

history and memories of this Italian site of transit. 

 

Fossoli is a key example of a site of transit within the broader history of forced population displacements in 20th-

century Europe. In 1942 and 1943, under the Fascist Royal Army, Fossoli worked as a POW camp for British 

prisoners. In 1943-1944, under the control of the Fascists and, afterward, the Nazis, Fossoli was a transit camp 

and site of deportation to Nazi concentration and extermination camps for Jews and political opponents of 

Fascism,  arrested by the Nazis, and transported to Germany as forced labourers or victims of genocide. In the 

post-war years up until the 1970s, Fossoli hosted “undesirable foreign refugees”, the Nomadelfia Catholic 

community founded for orphans, and finally the San Marco village for Istrian-Dalmatian refugees. Several of the 

major turning points in 20th-century history intertwine in Fossoli, making it a key case-study. 

 

The Fossoli case touches on a number of important general issues for the study of sites of transit. The site of transit 

is a place in which different memories and meanings overlap. Decade after decade, transit camps are used and re-

used for different, sometimes antagonistic purposes, with heterogeneous events and stories that write and 

overwrite the very meaning of the place. Sites of transit are places in which meanings are stratified through time, 

and in which their uses and the different roles they play change together with the historical context. 

 

We invite abstracts for papers that deal with but are not limited to the following aspects: 

 

- The history of Fascist and Nazi concentration and POW camps and of the different deportation paths 

in the territories occupied by the Nazis; the reconstruction of the Nazi concentration camp system 

network and its organization; the history/the analysis of the complex phase that followed the conflict, 

from the attempts at post-war justice to the failed purges, from the management of war refugees, 

returning soldiers and displaced persons, to forced migrations. 

- The reconstruction of the semiotic transformations that sites of transit undergo through the decades, 

focusing on symbolic resources and different discursive practices: from the collection of individual 

memories of those who lived and live in the camps, to the way in which local populations perceive 

the camp as a inner and/or alien space within the community fabric; from media discourses on the 

camp to the policies that constitute the camp as object or subject of institutional practices from 

security (POW or refugee camp for controlling migration flows) to memory (the camp as place of 

memory). 
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- The striking opposition between the banality and fragility of the architecture of transit-, 

concentration- and extermination camps, and the heavy symbolic and memorial dimension that these 

artefacts embody; their material conservation, museification; the uses of the historical sites; the 

transmission of memory narratives that live within these spaces (and that these very spaces 

“witness”) and that confer meaning on places that otherwise appear as deprived of any recognizable 

architectonic shape and material stability. 

 

We invite submissions from scholars of History, Philosophy, Architecture, Semiotics, Memory Studies, 

Museology, Public History, Cultural Heritage, History Teaching. We invite abstracts in Italian or English (max 

600 words) that focus either on Fossoli or on other sites of transit in Italy and Europe (also in a comparative 

perspective). Abstracts should be accompanied by a brief biographical profile (max 300 words). The abstract 

should describe the topic and the specific object of analysis as well as aims and methodology, accompanied by a 

bibliography (max 10 titles that will not count towards the 600 words limit). Proposals will be evaluated and 

selected by the scientific committee. 

 

Accepted contributors will be asked to send a summary of their paper in Italian or English (max 2000 words, notes 

and bibliography not included) to the scientific committee and discussants by 31 July 2018. The selected 

contributors will have 20 minutes to present the paper at the conference. 

 

After the conference, a selected number of speakers will be invited to contribute to a book to be published within 

the Fondazione Campo Fossoli book series. 

 

Contact: ricerca@centrostudifossoli.org 

 

Further details: https://eventi.unibo.it/convegno-campi...transito.../CFP_FOSSOLI_ENG.pdf  

 

 

Jack London and the Maritime Environment (PANEL), Jack London Society 14th Biennial Symposium, 

Las Vegas, NV (11-14 October 2018) 

 

Deadline: 20 June 2018 

  

This panel seeks presentations that explore the broad conference theme of Jack London, the West, and the 

Environment as it relates to the maritime settings and themes of his writing. Proposals are welcome on any topic 

that brings together London’s treatment of the maritime environment (the sea, the coast, or the islands) with his 

interests in the craft of sailing and the romance of sail.  

 

Like other key writers in the maritime literary tradition, London was an avid reader of maritime literature and a 

seasoned sailor. He sailed in San Francisco Bay in his youth as an oyster pirate and member of the California Fish 

Patrol, and as a young man on a sealing expedition, an adventure that provided raw material for his novel The 

Sea-Wolf. He voyaged to the South Seas on his 55-foot ketch, the Snark, for two years with a small crew and his 

wife Charmian. These adventures, along with his reading of sea fiction and travel narratives of exploration and 

discovery, informed his literary treatment of maritime cultures and environments. 

 

Topics might include (but are not limited to):  

 

- London and other writers: his place in the maritime and environmental literary traditions.    

- London as influenced by maritime authors (Melville, Stevenson, Conrad, Kipling, and/or lesser known 

writers). 

- London as an influence on later 20th- or 21st-century maritime or environmental writers. 

- London’s romantic, realistic, naturalistic, or satiric treatment of sailors, the sea, indigenous peoples, 

islands, or seascapes.  

- London’s representation of real and imagined dangers posed by humans or nature. 

- London’s description of catastrophic or sudden effects of weather (gales or typhoons) or disease 

(leprosy, fever, yaws), or starvation.  

- London’s dramatization of war, headhunting, cannibalism, and acts of colonial violence vs. his 

depiction of the “slow violence” (Rob Nixon) of colonial practices on national/cultural groups and the 

environment. 

- London as reporter, tourist, naturalist, treasure-seeker, photographer, and collector.  

- London’s cultural sensitivity vs. his exotic or stereotypical representations of islanders or immigrants. 
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- London as advocate for human rights and the environment, through critique of the dual exploitation of 

islanders and natural resources. 

- London’s naturalistic depiction of characters as “human beasts” on islands, ships, or at sea, with 

blurred lines between humans and animals, or humans and the environment. 

- London’s conventional vs. experimental treatment of gender and sexuality. 

 

Paper proposals should include an abstract of 200-300 words (noting any audio/visual requests) and complete 

contact information. They can be emailed to Anita Duneer. Presenters and attendees must be members of the 

Jack London Society. 

 

Contact : Anita Duneer (aduneer@ric.edu) 

 

Further details: http://jacklondonsociety.org/ 

 

 

Colonial Spatiality in African Sahara Regions (SESSION), Colonial and Postcolonial Landscapes: 

Architecture, Cities, Infrastructures, Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, Lisbon (16-18 January 2019) 

 

Deadline: 30 June 2018 

 

Session Chair: Dr Samia Henni 

 

This session investigates the ways with which European colonial regimes have shaped the design of African 

Saharan aboveground and underground territories, cities, villages, infrastructures, and societies over the course of 

the 19th and 20th centuries. These Saharan regions comprise Algeria, Chad, Egypt, Libya, Mali, Mauritania, 

Morocco, Niger, Sudan, Tunisia, and Western Sahara. Colonized by different European countries—including 

Britain, Italy, France, and Spain—these climatically challenging territories served primarily to search, extract, and 

transport the desert’s multiple natural resources and assets. Yet, in what exactly consisted these designs? What 

were their impact on Saharan nomadic, sedentary societies and environments? And to what extend did these 

colonial territorial transformations affect the socio-economic future of the African countries in question? This 

session aims at addressing these questions and exploring the relationship between spatial planning, architecture, 

environment, and European colonial practices in African Saharan regions. We seek papers that critically analyze 

the involvement of European colonial civil servants, military officers, engineers, planners, and architects in 

shaping the design of one or more African Saharan regions. Of special interest are papers that disclose how 

particular projects or built environments had obeyed or disobeyed to Saharan or trans-Saharan colonial directives, 

and expose the multifaceted effects of such programs at national, transnational and international levels. We 

welcome papers that propose original methods for analyzing Saharan or trans-Saharan colonial spatiality in 

historical, political, economic, climatic and environmental terms. 

 

Contact (Queries): Samia Henni (arch@samiahenni.com) 

 

Further details & abstract submission: https://www.colonialandpostcoloniallandscapes.com/ 

 

 

Travelling in Twentieth and Twenty-First Century Latin America, School of Modern Languages, 

University of Bristol (4-5 October 2018) 

 

Deadline: 30 June 2018 

 

Keynote Speakers:  Claire Lindsay (University College London, UK) 

    Daniel Noemi Voionmaa (Northeastern University, Boston, USA) 

 

We invite proposals for papers for a conference on travelling and travel writings, to be held at the University of 

Bristol. 

 

During the last decade the arts, humanities and social sciences have undergone what has been labelled a ‘mobilities 

turn’ (Urry, 2007): movement and mobility have been described as constitutive of social, cultural, economic and 

political relations, that is, as what is stable within contemporary societies. This makes travelling and the act of 
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moving a central issue in contemporary everyday life on an almost worldwide scale, and Latin America is clearly 

not the exception. 

 

The role of technology and an accelerated globalisation in the last decades of the twentieth and in the early twenty-

first centuries, have contributed significantly to questions of mobility in Latin America and elsewhere. Here, the 

flux of people has encouraged an exchange of fictional and non-fictional narratives provided by, among others, 

writers, journalists, travellers, and ethnographers, whose ideas have played a fundamental role in understanding 

contemporary life, and socio-political and cultural contexts in Latin America from a subjective point of view. 

These ‘travel narratives’, as Claire Lindsay (2010) calls them, have captured the time and space of people’s 

everyday lives, demonstrating how travelling has become an excellent means to delve into and reflect on global 

issues from local and subjective perspectives. 

 

This conference seeks to explore narratives linked to travel and mobility in contemporary Latin America. The 

conference aims to contribute to the understanding of the social, historical and cultural impact and relevance of 

movement within, from and to this region. Through the exploration of personal travel accounts, the aim here is to 

create an interdisciplinary dialogue that brings together scholars coming from multiple disciplines, thus extending 

research expertise and knowledge of travel narratives in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. 

 

The conference welcomes contributions from those working on fictional and non-fictional texts (testimony, 

personal diary, chronicles, personal letters, ethnographic and auto-ethnographic work), focusing on the following 

themes: 

 

- Women and travelling 

- Travelling and identity 

- Rural and urban questions 

- Global and local phenomena 

- Travelling and materiality 

- Travelling and cultural contact and exchange 

 

Abstracts for 20-min papers should be sent to Dr Barbara Castillo and/or Ms Isidora Urrutia. They should be no 

longer than 300 words, including 3 keywords. Please contact us if you have any queries.  

 

The conference programme and registration information will be made available on 1 September 2018. 

 

Contact: Dr Barbara Castillo (bc12239@bristol.ac.uk); Ms Isidora Urrutia (iu15336@bristol.ac.uk) 

 

Further details: Travelling_in_20/21stc._Latin_America_cfp 

 

Forced Migration and Environment in the Indian Ocean World, Past to Present, Indian Ocean World 

Centre (IOWC), McGill University (7-8 December 2018) 

 

Deadline: 1 July 2018 

Hosted by the Indian Ocean World Centre (IOWC), McGill University, in collaboration with the University of 

Glasgow. 

 

We invite papers that explore the relationships between unfree and/or forced migration and the environment in 

the Indian Ocean World (IOW), defined as the macro-region running from Africa through the Middle East, South 

and Southeast Asia, to Australasia, and East Asia, from early times to the present day. 

 

Key issues to be addressed will be the historical and contemporary ways in which environmental conditions and 

climate shifts in the IOW have impacted the forced migration and mobility of peoples, both free and unfree, and 

how forced migration has impacted upon the environment. Suggested themes include, but are not limited to, long-

distance trade, pastoralism and land use, slavery, labour, colonialism, government, and policy. 

 

Paper proposals should include: 

- Full name and contact information, including institutional affiliation 

- Title and brief abstract (max. 250 words) detailing the subject, time period, and disciplinary approach of 

study 
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- Short bio (max. 150 words) 

 

Notification of acceptance will be conveyed by early August. Registration for the conference will be $100 CAD 

($50 CAD for students). Participants will be responsible for their own travel and accommodation expenses. We 

plan to publish selected conference papers. 

 

This conference will take place in conjunction with a one-day graduate workshop on Migration and Environment 

in the IOW, to be held a day earlier on Thursday, 6 December. Graduate students participating in that workshop 

are invited to attend this larger two-day conference.  

 

Contact: Rebekah McCallum and Tyler Yank (mcgillglasgow2018@gmail.com) 

 

Further details: http://www.indianoceanworldcentre.com/node/271 

 

 

 

Migration and the Environment in the Indian Ocean World (GRADUATE Workshop), IOWC, McGill 

University (6 December 2018) 

 

Deadline: 1 July 2018 

 

The Indian Ocean World Centre (IOWC), McGill University welcomes submissions for its Graduate workshop 

on “Migration and the Environment in the Indian Ocean World”. The workshop is part of a larger collaborative 

conference hosted by academics from McGill University and the University of Glasgow. The larger McGill-

Glasgow conference will take place on 7-8 December and graduate students accepted to the workshop will have 

the opportunity to attend the larger conference and participate in its discussions.  

 

The IOWC is a leading research centre dedicated to international collaborative study and inquiry, both maritime 

and littoral, of the Indian Ocean world (a macro-region running from eastern Africa through the Middle East and 

South Asia, to China, Japan, and Australia). We welcome papers from graduate students studying any aspect of 

history related to migration and the environment in the Indian Ocean world, including, but not limited to, slavery 

and abolition, bonded labour, and themes in economics, human-environment interaction, religion, and culture. 

 

Paper proposals should include: 

- Full name and contact information (including university) 

- Discipline and focus of research 

- Title and brief abstract (max. 250 words) detailing the subject, time period and disciplinary approach of 

study  

 

The registration fee is $50 CAD. This registration fee enables the graduate student to attend the larger McGill-

Glasgow conference (cost of conference dinner separate). Participants will be responsible for their own travel and 

accommodation expenses. Accepted conference papers will be considered for publication in the IOWC Graduate 

Working Paper Series and/or the Journal of Indian Ocean World Studies. 

 

Contact: Rebekah McCallum or Joseph Howard (iowc@mcgill.ca) 

 

Further details: http://www.indianoceanworldcentre.com/node/270 

 

 

National Road Bicentennial Symposium 

 

Deadline: 31 July 2018 

 

The National Park Service at Friendship Hill National Historic Site and Fort Necessity National Battlefield, in 

partnership with Washington & Jefferson College and the National Road Heritage Corridor, seeks proposals for 

presentations at the National Road Bicentennial Symposium, which is to be held Saturday, 27 October 2018, at 

Washington & Jefferson College in Washington, Pennsylvania. 2018 marks the bicentennial of the opening of the 

Eastern Legacy portion of the National (or Cumberland) Road from Cumberland, Maryland, to Wheeling, Virginia 

(now West Virginia). To commemorate this important milestone and to recognize the National Road's significance 
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and legacy, this symposium will look beyond the National Road to examine the larger role of internal 

improvements and transportation in United States history.  

 

The keynote presentation will be given by Dr John Lauritz Larson, author of Internal Improvement: National 

Public Works and the Promise of Popular Government in the Early United States and The Market Revolution in 

America. The symposium will also feature a special presentation by Secretary of the Treasury Albert Gallatin, 

President Thomas Jefferson, and President James Madison, portrayed by Ronald Duquette, Tom Pitz, and Kyle 

Jenks, respectively. 

 

Academic and public historians, graduate and undergraduate students, and independent scholars are invited to 

submit proposals for presentations or papers focused on the National Road, internal improvements, and United 

States transportation history. Alternate session formats, including roundtable discussions, film viewings, and 

hands-on programs, will also be considered. The proposals should include a 250- to 500-word abstract for the 

presentation and a CV/résumé. 

 

Authors of books on related topics may submit a request to hold a book signing during the symposium. 

 

Contact: Hilary_Miller@nps.gov. 

 

Further details: https://www.nps.gov/frhi/nrbs.htm or call 724-329-2501 

 

 

Worlds of Cultural Heritage(s): History and Politics, Coimbra, Portugal (7-8 February 2019) 

 

Deadline: 31 July 2018 

 

Worlds of Cultural Heritage(s) aims to contribute to the ongoing international debates about the history and 

politics of cultural heritage. Addressing the most vital conceptual and methodological critical assessments of the 

ways in which Cultural Heritage Studies can evolve as a discipline and dialogue with others, the conference aspires 

to provide a global empirical engagement with the history of its languages and programs, but also with its place 

in international agendas. 

 

Guideline topics: 

 

- The history of heritage politics and policies: national and international 

- Pre-colonial/colonial/post-colonial heritage(s) 

- The globalization of heritage: past, present, future 

- Critical Heritage Studies: challenges and opportunities 

- Heritage, sustainability and development 

- Heritage cultures: genealogies, dynamics, influences 

- Heritage and tourism 

- The language of heritage: taxonomies and methodologies 

 

Abstract (c.500 words) must include a clear demonstration of the relation between the proposal and the CFP. 

Confirmation of paper acceptance: 30 September. Submission of full draft papers (10-12 pages) is expected by 31 

December 2018 for circulation in advance of the conference. 

 

Registration opens 1 October 2018. Early-bird rate: €60 to all participants except students and professors of 

Patrimónios (ends 15 January). Full rate: €90 to all participants. Includes lunch and conference dinner for those 

who present communications. 

 

Organised by the PHD PROGRAMME HERITAGES OF PORTUGUESE INFLUENCE. Offered by the 

University of Coimbra since 2010, Heritages of Portuguese Influence is an international doctoral programme since 

2012. With an interdisciplinary nature and scope, it studies the cultural heritages of the communities and territories 

that were influenced by the Portuguese diasporas, focusing on landscape and language, the cornerstones of living 

heritages. Mobilizing approaches coming from Architecture, Urbanism, Cultural Studies, Arts and History, it 

provides a multidisciplinary and multifaceted assessment of heritage as a cultural as well as a political argument 

and practice, placing its history and its potential as a tool for sustainable development at the forefront of all 

enquiries. 

Contact: worldsofheritages@gmail.com 
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Further details: www.patrimonios.pt/ 

 

 

In Global Transit: Forced Migration of Jews and other Refugees (1940s-1960s), GHI West and The 

MAGNES Collection of Jewish Art and Life, University of California, Berkeley (19-22 May 2019) 

 

Deadline: 1 August 2018 

 

Conveners:  Wolf Gruner (USC Shoah Foundation Center for Advanced Genocide Research, Los Angeles) 

Simone Lässig (German Historical Institute Washington/GHI West, UC Berkeley) 

Francesco Spagnolo (The Magnes, UC Berkeley), Swen Steinberg (University of Dresden)  

 

In cooperation with India Branch Office of the Max Weber Foundation, New Delhi (Indra Sengupta, Razak Khan) 

and China Branch Office of the Max Weber Foundation, Beijing (Max Jacob Fölster) 

 

This conference is the second in a conference series devoted to people “In Global Transit.” The first conference, 

which took place in Kolkata in 2017 focused on Jewish and political refugees from Nazi-controlled Europe who 

fled, at least initially, to European colonies or countries of the global South. 

 

“In Global Transit: Forced Migration of Jews and other Refugees (1940s-1960s)” will build on the 2017 

conference, taking a broader perspective and expanding the geographic and analytical focus. It will examine the 

experience of Jewish refugees who found haven — but not new homes — in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. For 

most of these individuals, the end of the war did not mean an end to life in transit. To the contrary: after a period 

of temporary settlement, they found themselves not only once again on the move, but also in a new, more 

ambiguous situation. On the one hand, growing awareness of the Nazis’ attempt to wipe out European Jewry 

called attention to the plight of the Jewish refugees. But, on the other, they were just one among many groups in 

search of permanent homes as the large-scale expulsion of ethnic, religious, and/or national groups became a 

global phenomenon. The ever-more frequent waves of involuntary migration, in turn, provided the impetus for 

the development of an international refugee policy — a process in which onetime refugees from Nazi-controlled 

Europe played a notable part. 

 

The conference aims to illuminate the particularities of (usually) involuntary Jewish migration from and between 

countries of the global South that have received little scholarly attention thus far. We seek, moreover, to use the 

experience of Jewish refugees as an analytical prism to consider the phenomenon of forced migration more 

generally. Jews were part of European and worldwide flows of migrants of unprecedented scale and diversity. 

Among those migrants were individuals, such as the Nazis and Nazi collaborators who fled to South America, 

North Africa, and the Middle East, whose experiences hardly fit narratives of victimhood. Most societies at the 

time were not prepared to deal with mass movements of refugees caught “in transit,” and, needed new knowledge 

and legal instruments in order to respond. That new knowledge was produced not least of all by Jewish legal 

experts and social scientists who drew on their own experience of life in transit.  

 

The conference will look beyond established turning-points and consider long-term refugee movements between 

socially and culturally disparate countries and regions. Jewish refugees from Nazi-controlled Europe will be taken 

as a paradigmatic group to explore basic questions about the transit experience, for example, the question of the 

relationship between knowledge and modes of dealing with contingency and uncertainty. An important related 

issue is the tension between the simple desire to survive and the challenge of planning for a life in a new, unfamiliar 

setting. We are particularly interested in the encounters between Jewish refugees and members of other groups 

they encountered while in transit countries, such as other refugees, colonial subjects, and religious or ethnic 

minorities subject to discrimination. 

 

We are particularly interested in the following topics and areas of inquiry: 

 

- Coping strategies that refugees developed during various phases of transit and in shifting settings to deal 

with transience, uncertainty, and unpredictability: What role did circumstances such as residence in a 

refugee camp, opportunities for employment, and dependence on material assistance play in the 

development of coping strategies? What types of knowledge were needed or deemed necessary to manage 

uncertainty? Which practices and which networks evolved from them? Who were the actors in the exchange 

of knowledge and who targeted sharing of knowledge for coping? How important were categories such as 
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generation, age, gender, origin, social status, and family? How far do concepts such as adaptation and 

identity offer insight into the “transit mindset”? 

- Power structures that affect trans-migrants locally and on larger, national, regional and global levels: What 

was the relationship between officials and refugees, between bureaucratic practices and the experience of 

forced migration? How did different state and non-state actors like aid organizations, resettlement agencies, 

employment bureaus, and even Jewish communities etc. react and get involved with regard to migrants 

with different ethnic, religious, professional or class background? What role in particular did local Jewish 

communities and the local representatives of international aid organizations play as disseminators of 

knowledge or as producers of knowledge? 

- Knowledge production in the course of and as a product of generally involuntary global transit: How did 

the experience of life in transit influence the development of new concepts such as statelessness and human 

rights or anti-colonialism and development policy? How did that experience shape perceptions and 

interpretations of anti-Semitism and racism? The Americas are as pertinent as other regions of the world 

in addressing these questions. 

- Material dimensions of flight and transit: How did the importance of material possessions change from one 

phase of transit to the next? What were forced migrants allowed to take with them? How did that vary over 

time and place? How did possessions shape the route of migration or affect the duration of the period of 

transit? What roles did specific objects play? What value do surviving objects possess as historical sources? 

We are also interested in the economic importance of possessions and topics such as the sale of possessions 

to escape harm. Which actors were involved in the transfer of property as refugees were in transit? Who 

profited from such transfers?  

- Visual and artistic representations of flight and transit: What images and portrayals of life in transit did 

those involved produce? Which forms of representation were developed in the situation of transit? How do 

the diverse literary treatments of the refugee transit experience relate to scholarly analyses of that 

experience? What aesthetic continuities and/or discontinuities are evident in the work of refugee artists?  

 

If you are interested in discussing these or related questions, please send a brief CV and a proposal of no more 

than 300 words to Heike Friedman.  

 

Lump sum travel grants will be provided to successful applicants.  

 

Contact: Heike Friedman (friedman@ghi-dc.org) 

 

Further details: https://www.ghi-dc.org/events-conferences/event-history/2019/conferences/in-global-

transit.html?L=0 

 

 

Scotland and the South Seas: Writing the Wide Pacific, International Association for the Study of Scottish 

Literatures (IASSL), Chaminade University of Honolulu (28-30 June 2019) 

 

Deadline: 31 August 2018 

 

Keynote speakers:  Dr Roslyn Jolly (University of New South Wales) 

Dr Penny Fielding (Edinburgh University) 

 

This conference takes its inspiration from Robert Louis Stevenson’s travels and writing in and about the Pacific. 

From Aotearoa to Alaska, Scotland to Samoa, and all points in between, it will focus on how Scottish and Pacific 

literary works were inspired and influenced by cultural exchanges between Scotland and Polynesia. 

 

Michelle Keown articulates some of the links, both real and imagined, between Indigenous writers in the Pacific 

and Scotland, which date back to the mid-nineteenth century. The conference committee therefore welcomes 

proposals for papers that explore such areas of cultural exchange, or significant figures in Polynesia, who inspired, 

or were inspired by Scottish associations. We similarly invite papers exploring Scottish writing in or about the 

Pacific. 

 

We encourage participants to arrive earlier or leave later than the conference to explore Hawaii. Most of your 

afternoons will be clear to enjoy Waikiki and Honolulu. 

 

Please send abstracts of 300 words or less to BOTH organisers.  
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Contact: Dr Richard Hill (richard.hill@chaminade.edu);  Dr Allison Paynter (allison.paynter@chaminade.edu)  

 

Further details: Scotland_and_South_Seas_cfp 

 

 

Slavery, Authorship and Literary Culture, Maison française, Columbia University, New York (24-26 

January 2019) 

 

Deadline: 1 September 2018 

 

This interdisciplinary and transregional workshop explores slavery, past and present from the perspective of 

authorship, textuality and literary culture. 

 

Slavery is often portrayed as shrouded in silence due to the simple fact that the number of texts and accounts 

written by enslaved people is very limited, especially when compared to the vast amounts of documentation 

produced by the colonial powers. As recent scholarship has shown, however, enslaved people were not silent—

silence is rather an effect created by the privileging of some forms of writing and as a result certain voices and 

viewpoints over others. 

 

This workshop aims to investigate writing about slavery in all its forms, from the written traces left by enslaved 

people to the archives of slaveholders and from the discourses of abolition to postcolonial narrative. While we 

acknowledge the problem of invisibility as a fundamental condition for the study of slavery we also wish to 

highlight the ways in which discourses about slavery have found their way into print and other media as well as 

the ways in which these texts have circulated and been read. The workshop will consider how enslaved people 

expressed themselves in writing, considering, among other genres, letters, legal and financial documents, as well 

as published texts of all kinds. We will explore how the formerly enslaved took up authorship as free coloured 

people or after emancipation in newspapers, journals or in other contexts and venues. We will consider the literary 

cultures that took shape in colonies and countries in which texts on slavery were produced and disseminated. 

Finally, we will explore postcolonial writing about slavery as well as contemporary accounts of slavery in today’s 

world. An important question for the workshop will be how and to what extent authorship corresponds to agency 

and political subjectivity. 

 

We invite papers that address any of the many the ways in which literature relating to slavery has been written, 

disseminated, read and discussed. This includes, for example, the existence of libraries and literary and scientific 

circles in colonial settings, the ways in which colonial literature was read and discussed in Europe, international 

debates about abolition, the uses of literature in colonial schools and missions, and more broadly the use of text 

as documentation. Papers might also consider processes of translation between languages and cultures, e.g. from 

an African to a plantation context, when texts pass from one colonial system to another and when accounts 

circulate between European audiences and the reverberations of these processes in other parts of the world. We 

also invite papers that address the afterlives of colonial slavery in contemporary literatures worldwide and the 

recreation of lost authorship as authors engage with the memory of slavery and attempt to recover lost voices. 

 

The workshop will have a broad historical and geographical scope. We encourage papers on modern slavery from 

the 16thcentury to the present. While the focus will be on the Atlantic world, we are also interested in the related 

systems of African, Mediterranean and Indian Ocean slavery. Comparative angles are especially welcome. Areas 

of particular interest include but are not limited to: 

 

- Questions of agency and political subjectivity in relation to authorship. How do we situate slave 

narratives and their impact both at the time of their publication and since? Where do we locate the voices 

of enslaved and formerly enslaved in different genres and forms of textual expression? 

- Literary cultures in the colonial world, e.g. the existence of libraries, bookstores, printing presses, 

scientific societies and the relationship between literature and literary institutions and the practices of 

slavery in the colonies and Europe. 

- The relationship between literary, performative, and visual forms of expression relating to slavery in the 

colonies and in Europe.  

- Gender in colonial literary culture, in relation to questions of subjectivity, and in later historical and 

literary reflections on the gender structures of slavery and post-slavery societies. 

- The relationship between slavery and colonialism and the development of African print culture and the 

traces and translation of oral slavery stories in printed texts. 
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- The role of abolitionist movements in the disseminations of early texts on slavery and the establishment 

of African-American and African-European literary traditions. 

- The relationship between economy, capitalism and literature in the colonial Atlantic and its importance 

for the circulation, translation and commerce of texts across the Atlantic and between colonial spheres. 

- How to recognize processes of silencing. Which strategies of reading traces and absences must be 

employed in order to highlight and perhaps counteract silencing? 

- Post- and decolonial responses to slavery in 20th-century art, film and literature especially in relationship 

to questions of voice and agency.  

 

 The workshop is the third in a series preparing Comparative Literary Histories of Slavery, eds. Mads Anders 

Baggesgaard, Madeleine Dobie and Karen-Margrethe Simonsen, a three-volume work to be published by John 

Benjamins in the ‘literary histories’ (CHLEL) of the International Comparative Literature Association. Two other 

volumes currently under production engage with the topics of Slavery, Literature and the Emotions and Slavery, 

Memory and Literature. Workshop participants will be invited to submit proposals for the third volume on Slavery, 

Authorship and Literary Cultures. 

 

Please send 100-200 word abstracts for 20 minute papers along with a short biographical note. 

 

Contact  (Submissions): madsbaggesgaard@cc.au.dk 

(Practical Queries): mld2027@columbia.edu 

 

Further details: readingslavery.au.dk 

 

 

Explorations, Nineteenth-Century Studies Association (NCSA), Marriott Country Club Plaza, Kansas 

City, Missouri (7-9 March 2019)  

 

Deadline: 30 September 2018 

 

The NCSA conference committee invites proposals that examine the theme of explorations in the history, 

literature, art, music and popular culture of the nineteenth century. 

 

Disciplinary and interdisciplinary approaches to this theme are welcome from North American, British, European, 

Asian, African and worldwide perspectives. 

 

 From the early nineteenth century, when Lewis and Clark paddled through the Kansas City area on their way up 

the Missouri River to explore the North American continent, through the dawn of the Industrial Revolution, the 

building of factories and railroads, the mechanization of agriculture, and the advent of mass-produced cultural 

artifacts, the American Midwest became a crossroads for explorers and inventors, hucksters and entrepreneurs, 

artists and musicians, poets and dreamers who pursued their discoveries toward destinations made possible by the 

wide-open spaces of the Great Plains. In this way, the Kansas City region is emblematic of a larger set of trends 

in the global evolution of culture that radically altered the fundamental conditions of human existence during the 

nineteenth century. 

 

- How does the discovery of new geographical knowledge change the perception of human possibility? 

- How do innovations in science and technology affect the development of literature, music and art? 

- How does the recovery of previously unheard voices – of women, of workers, of ethnic minorities and 

people of colour – influence the understanding of social history in America and the wider world? 

 

Topics for investigation include encounters between Western explorers and indigenous people; the impact of 

steamships and railways upon changing perceptions of time and space; resistance and accommodation between 

traditional folkways and mass-produced culture; and the development of new idioms in literature, art and music 

to express the broader horizons of nineteenth-century self-awareness. 

 

For individual proposals, send 300-word abstracts (as an email attachment in MS Word format) along with a one-

page CV to the email address below. 

 

Call for Roundtable Proposals: Roundtable discussions provide conference attendees the opportunity to engage in 

spirited conversation and collaborative exchange of information and resources. The format of roundtable 
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discussions will be lively, interactive discourse among presenters and conference participants, not lecture or panel-

style delivery. 

 

Roundtable sessions will be 80 minutes long. Presenters should regard themselves primarily as facilitators and 

should limit their own prepared remarks to five minutes or less. Extensive collaboration among the presenters 

before the conference is encouraged, since the goal is to foster extensive, diverse, and cogent perspectives on 

interdisciplinary research topics of general interest to NCSA members. 

 

Roundtables should be pre-organized by a group of 4-8 presenters. To propose a roundtable topic, please send a 

single 300-word abstract describing the general topic of the roundtable (as an email attachment in MS Word 

format). 

  

Your abstract should include the proposed session title and the full name of each presenter, with their email and 

phone contacts, job title and affiliation. Indicate which presenter has agreed to serve as discussion moderator. 

Please be sure to confirm the participation of all presenters before submitting your abstract. 

 

AV requirements are due 1 January, early registration closes on 20 January, and registration ends on 20 February 

2019. 

 

Contact: ncsa2019@gmail.com 

 

Further details: http://www.ncsaweb.net/Current-Conference 

 

Inheritance and Innovation: An International Symposium on Migration, Ethnicity and the History of U.S. 

Civilization, Institute of American Studies, Northeast Normal University, Changchun, China (23-24 July 

2019) 

 

Deadline: N/A 

 

The year of 2019 marks the fortieth anniversary for the founding of the American History Research Association 

of China (AHRAC). To make this occasion a special event of celebration, we would like to invite scholars from 

China, the U.S. and other countries to join us in panel discussions organized under four major subject areas:  (1) 

the evolution of American history research and teaching in China; (2) the AHRAC-OAH cooperation in the past 

and future; (3) new research concerning “Migration, Ethnicity and the History of American Civilizations,” which 

is the overreaching subject  area for faculty members of the Institute of American Studies; and (4) other vital 

issues in American History. 

 

The histories of American immigration and domestic migration deserve special attention because both movements 

had transformed the North American Continent. Immigration and Migration, together with Ethnicity, each has left 

its own marks in American history on the processes of industrialization, urbanization, language, culture, religion, 

political system, and ultimately the evolution of American civilization. The symposium especially welcomes 

papers focusing on the following subjects:  

 

- The Teaching of American History in China  

- Experience and Prospect of Cooperation between the AHRAC and the OAH 

- Immigration and the Transformation of Religious Experiences of Americans 

- Migration, Industrialization and Urban History  

- Ethnicity, Race and Gender Issues in a Multicultural United States 

- Chinese Immigrants and Their Experiences in the United States 

 

For all of the international participants who hope to attend the symposium we will provide local transportation, 

hotel and meals. All of participants will be responsible for their own international transportation to and from 

China.  

 

Contact: symposium2019@163.com; mxliang2024@163.com 

 

 

 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
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Memory, Migration and Travel. Ed. BY Sabine MARSCHALL. Abingdon: Routledge, 2018. 272 pp. £115 

(Hardback). ISBN 9781138746442. (FORTHCOMING) 

 

Migration and forcible displacement are growing and impactful dynamics of the current global age. These 

processes generate mobility flows, travel patterns and touristic behaviour driven by personal and collective 

memories. The chapters in this book highlight the importance of travel and tourism for enabling such memories 

and memory-based identity practices to unfold. 

 

 This book investigates how diasporic communities, transnational migrants, refugees and the internally displaced 

recreate home in their host place of residence through material culture, performativity and social relations; and 

how involuntary tangible and intangible stimuli evoke memories of home. It explores an array of diverse 

geographical contexts, balancing ethnographic vignettes of contemporary migrant societies with archival research 

providing historical accounts that reach back more than a century. 

 

Memory, Migration and Travel makes an original contribution by linking the emergent field of memory studies 

to the disciplines of tourism and migration/diaspora studies, and will be of interest to students and researchers in 

the fields of tourism, geography, migration/diaspora studies, anthropology and sociology. 

 

 Further details: https://www.routledge.com/Memory-Migration-and-Travel/Marschall/p/book/9781138746442 

 

 

Studies in Travel Writing, 21.4 (December 2017)  

  

Articles 

- A romance of slavery: exploration, encounters and cartographies of violence in H. M. Stanley’s My 

Kalulu (BY Justin D. Livingstone) 

- Re-imagining meetings with Isabella Bird: on Natsuki Ikezawa's Shizuka na Daichi (The Quiet Earth) 

and Yoko Tawada's Kyukei Jikan (Spherical Time) (BY Shizen Ozawa) 

- Nina Murdoch alone in Spain: tremendous past, savage present (BY Jane Hanley) 

- The Prime Minister of Antarctica: entrenching territory through journalistic travelogues (BY Jørgen 

Alnæs) 

 

Interviews 

 

- “A certain kind of romanticism”: an interview with Mike Parker (BY Séan Richardson) 

- Interview with Patrick Barkham (Tim Hannigan) 

 

Book reviews 

 

- Alternative modernities in French travel writing: engaging urban space in London and New York, 

1851–1986 (BY Charlie Mansfield) 

- Across the Ussuri Kray: travels in the Sikhote-Alin mountains (BY Katya Hokanson) 

- Writing home: walking, literature and belonging in Australia’s red centre  (BY Mitchell Rolls) 

- After dark: a nocturnal exploration of Madrid (BY Stuart Green) 

 

 

ONLINE RESOURCES 

 

French Explorers in Southeast Asia and Colonialism, Breaking History: A World History Podcast (Ep. 

24)  

 

Producers and Sound Editors: Matt Bowser and Dan Squizzero 

Theme Music: Kieran Legg 

 

Join us as we talk with PhD Candidate Olivier Schouteden as we talk about French imperialism's explorers in late 

19th century Indochina. How did these private adventurers interact with local people, the French imperial state, 

and how much control did the central state have over these people? What is an "explorer"? What does it say about 

the weaknesses of French imperialism, and how the French state eventually tried to reel them in? Olivier walks 

us through his dissertation and how the image of the explorer animated the spatial French imperial project, state-

https://www.routledge.com/Memory-Migration-and-Travel/Marschall/p/book/9781138746442


backed and private scientific societies, no matter the cost and resistance of people of present day Vietnam, Laos, 

and Cambodia. We even see one explorer, Charles-Marie David de Mayréna, set up his own rogue country in the 

middle of madness: Kingdom of Sedang (the basis of the novel Heart of Darkness, set in Central Africa, which 

became Apocalypse Now, returning to Indochina.) 

 

Olivier talks about his research adventures in the archives in France, Cambodia, and Vietnam, looking at letters 

and papers of French explorers, his experience with teaching, and what's next. 

  

The Breaking History podcast is a production of the Northeastern University History Graduate Student 

Association. 

 

Further details: https://soundcloud.com/user-526344395/episode-24-french-explorers-in-southeast-asia-and-

colonialism-with-olivier-schouteden 

 

 

Writing the West: Literature & Place (ONLINE COURSE) 

 

Start date: 14 June (for 4 weeks) 

This is a free online course on some major poets and novelists associated with Bristol, Bath, and the West of 

England. Learners will find out how Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Robert Southey, Robert Lovell, Jane Austen, Mary 

Shelley and Thomas Hardy found inspiration in the West Country, and how they contribute to the culture and 

economy of the region today. It is an opportunity to explore these writers' lives, gain insight into their writing, 

and see the places that influenced them. Open to all. Workload: 3-4 hours study per week. 

  

 

Further details: https://www.udemy.com/writing-the-west/ 
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